1960 Directive’ Cited
" as Allowing a Little
Roughing Up

By RICHARD DUDMAN

A Washington Correspondent of
_ the Post-Dispaich

ing up American ncwspaper re-
porters has heen standard oper-
ating procedure by the South
Viet Namese government, 8 {or-
mer government press officer
told the Pos-Dispatch tadav.
(The writer, who reported on
the situation in Viet Nam alter
a visit to that couniry a vear
ago, has been refused a vica for
2 return visit. He was declared
persona non gratta by the gov-
ernment of President Nao Dinh
Diem because of his reports))
The Viet Namese former offi-
cial, now in voluniary extle hére,
said the Ministry of Information
in Saigon issued a circudar in

1960 m[ormmg’ various  police}
egencies that it wus permistible |

to rough up American reporters |
a little if necessary.

if there was anv ttouble, the
Viet Namese embasy in Wash-
ington would smor:th it over with
the help of public «clauom con-
sultant, the foymier " offical.
quoted “the instrucunn sheet Ay
saying.

He said Tian, Chanh Thanh,
minister of -informaiion aL the
{ime and now Vie! Namese dim- |
bassador to Tumsia, explained
the policy by pointing et thal
American reporiers ara barred
entirely from Noarth Viet Nam..

*“So it won't do anv harm if
we beat them up a litgle bit from
time to time,” .the informam
qumed him as saving.

3!.““.&!’0&1&"1' frrean

! The Umtad States thHmPnéh
rhlef in Scuth Viet Nam, John
H. Richardson, and some other

b -

L

: intshako-updpenomdunder .
| Ambassador Henry Cabot Lodge.
Reporting this today, informad

aources said Richardson fs being
bk)ught back to Wushington *for

ponsultation,”  but, Lodge has - I

axed | permanent rcplnce-‘,
iment,

C The ol.l;er\s who may be re-’

placed Were not named. It was'
#aid that Lodge, who took over:
as ambassudor in late August,”
feels that changes are needed
for a2 more effective perform.’
anoe,

One major difficuity has been’
dealing with the authoritarian
regime of President Ngo Dinh
Dierr. At one point Washington
hoped that Diem would get rid
f his influential brother, Ngo
dinh Nhu, who is regardéd as lt

werful advocate of twgh tac-|
ics against the reg!mel Bud- |
thist opponents., i

i

With Washngton try-lng but

ailing to get Nhu out or to!
hange s policies, it was felt
ere that United States officials
n Saigon who had worked close-
y with Nhu are now in a posi-
jion of decreased influence.,
Reports of Conflict

Also, there have been reports
f conflict wmong United States
entral Intelligence Agency men,
in South Viet Nam ovetr whether
ere should be changes in the
aigon government.

Richardson's job 1s said to
ave required him to work close-

“with Nhu, head of the South
iet Namese special foroes and
ecret police.

Richardson is not publicly list-

as ClA chief in Saigon, Intel-

ligence personnel abroad nor-
mally operate under some other
etlgnation,

The official roster lists John H
ichardson as a first secretary
nd a special ussistant to the
mbassador, assigned to Saigon
pril 2. 1962,

The Stats Department's bio-
rapbical register says Richard-
on was born of Amecican par-,
nts in Burma in 1913, was edu-’
ated In California, served in the

qlAisny in World War 11, and en-

tared Foreign Servive work in’
1947 with assignments in

CPYRGHT.
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